
Rewilding & Natural 
Meadows
Environment Overview & Scrutiny Committee

25/2/20

Introduction & Overview

 Environment OSC requested on the 26/11/19 for an update & options for ‘rewilding’

 Rewilding: Allowing nature to take back control and, as the area grows tall grasses & other 
plant species naturalise, this encourages wildlife, insects, birds and mammals.  Over time 
move species move in & this creates a balanced natural environment.

 Perennial meadows: Sowing a perennial flower seed mix or allowing areas initially to rewild 
to establish what is there, providing wildlife corridors and nectar bars for wildlife.  Unwanted 
plants can be removed & the area cut annually.

 Tiered land management: A method of providing differing habits within the same area.  
Central areas can be maintained with mown grass; moving out from the centre the grass is 
allowed to grow longer with less maintenance & interference; & moving out again, to the 
edges of the site, the areas are allowed to grow as nature intended.  The outer areas may 
well have saplings, bramble, field poppies and other such wild flowers, all of which provide 
not just habitat but food to numbers of species of mammals and insects.  These areas act 
as vital green corridors for wildlife including hedgehogs, bats and insects.
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Examples of existing SK areas of rewilding & 
natural meadows

 Grantham Cemetery – rewilding & spring meadow (circa £800 annually)

 St Guthlacs – meadow (no cost implication)

 Tattershall Drive – flowering meadow bund (£3,800 one-off & circa £65 annually)

Rewilding – an example – Grantham 
Cemetery plan of area
 On the hillside at the top Grantham Cemetery the area coloured green has been 

allowed to grow completely naturally over many years & the only enhancement 
has been the addition of some trees (area shown green is approx. 7,000 m², 
access path mown through shown dark green)
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Perennial spring meadow - St Guthlacs 
closed burial ground - an example

 The church volunteers approached SKDC to stop cutting areas within the closed 
burial ground in early spring & not cut the areas until May of any given year

 The volunteers planted primroses, cowslips, snow drops & blue bells around the 
grave stones

 A pathway is cut through the grass from the entrance & follows round to the back 
of the site

 In approximately May each year, once
the flowers set seed the area is cut 
down & then cut as part of the grass 
cutting cycle (the clippings are not 
collected but allowed to go back into 
the sward and ultimately go back into 
the soil).

Perennial flowering bund - Tattershall 
Drive Market Deeping - an example

 The bund on both sides of the road was created as an access deterrent to dissuade travellers from 
using the area illegally (flower bund shown red on the plan – the change in the height of the bund 
also dissuades members of the public from treading down the soil harming germination)

 It achieved an abundance of insects, bees & other wildlife – the area has become a nectar bar, 
corridor between other locations and safe haven for wildlife to bask on sunny days and a place of 
shelter.
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Options for Members

 Tattershall Drive - Market Deeping

 Jubilee Park - Deeping St James

 Queen Elizabeth, Wyndham & Dysart Parks - Grantham

 The Recreation Ground - Bourne

 Foxglove Play Area - Stamford

Areas for Members to consider rewilding

• Market Deeping – Tattershall Drive

• This area already has a 10m wide strip of land around the north end of the site

• This area could be extended and have a tiered approach, the original area would remain 
uncut

• Birch saplings could be planted within the location - may be available from the Woodland trust 
(FOC)

• A group of 3 larger trees could be planted at the North West Corner (£TBC)

• Another 10m strip of land would be managed by cutting twice a year, this area could be plug 
planted with meadow plants. The full costs of this would be dependant on the final design

• A pathway cut within the regular 3 weekly maintenance visits for visitors to the site to be 
encouraged to walk through this area (this is primarily the line of site path created by the 
visitors exercising and walking their dogs)

• Change to annual maintenance costs,  .11p per m² to 21p per m² (approximately1000m² 
would add £100.00 to the annual maintenance costs)
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Overview of Tattershall Drive

Set aside. Birch 
saplings could be 
planted

New tiered grass 
cutting, twice annually, 
could be plug planted 
with meadow planting

Metre wide path cut for 
public access (already a 
line of sight & dog walking)

Grass cut every three 
weeks (as currently) 
maintained

Potential Perennial flowering bund-
Jubilee Park Deeping St James-

To provide wildlife habitat and nectar bar

 Protection for users of the site open to the road

 Protection from the road for unwanted access

Public access 
points 
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Potential Perennial flowering bund-
Jubilee Park Deeping St James-

 Costings for project:

 Digging a trench and forming a bund approximately 450mm above existing ground level, which will 
be situated along the roadside edge of the Open Space in Thackers Way and Knight Close.

 The Bund will be set back 1000mm from the pavement edge and establish the outside boundary 
with the ditch formed on the inside of this. 

 Total of Area approx. 125m long x 2m wide

 No additional soil or other material will be brought to site or will need disposing of, as the material 
used for forming the bund will be taken when digging the ditch.

 £1986.88

 Change to future ongoing maintenance,  .11p per m² to 21p per m² (this would add £25.00 per 
annum to the cutting costs) and some responsive maintenance if required.

 Plug plants/spring bulbs – Local support?

Rewilding of rivers and grass land; Queen 
Elizabeth Park, Grantham

Overview

 Queen Elizabeth Park was developed in 1980 in the style of a country park and extends to 
approx. 25 acres.

 We are currently delivering a two stage strategic project to refurbish the park, protect and 
enhance biodiversity.

 Stage one (currently being delivered) is a park wide improvement project part funded by the 
MHCLG

 Stage two works, scheduled to commence this August, form part of the Grantham River 
Corridor project.

 Ecological survey data provided by the Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust has been used to direct the 
design of both projects. In addition external consultants, ecologists and the Environment 
Agency have influenced the Grantham River Corridor project.

 Volunteer involvement in both projects plays a key part in the long term management.

 We are in regular dialogue with community representatives via the Friends of Queen 
Elizabeth Park 
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Queen Elizabeth Park –
meadow and wetland 
creation 

• Areas edged RED will be 
managed as meadowland. 
Development work has 
commenced and the 
maintenance strategy will change 
from March.

• Areas edged YELLOW form part 
of the Grantham River Corridor 
project and will be removed from 
routine  grass cutting this March 
– pending commencement of 
wetland creation works August.

• Area edged in GREEN will be 
developed as meadowland in 
tandem with the wetland creation 
project. 

• Potential to develop further 

Queen Elizabeth Park –
phase two works. A 
closer look:

• The plan identifies the scale of 
the wetland areas along with 
areas identified for meadow 
creation.

• Funding is in place to complete 
this project.

In addition to the creation of the 
wetland areas the Grantham River 
Corridor project will deliver:

• In channel works to enhance the 
biodiversity of the River Witham. 

• Tree management to improve 
biodiversity.

• We are about to commence 
consultation…
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Queen Elizabeth Park – meadow creation 
only

Capital cost 
 Project Funded via MHCLG Pocket Parks 

Plus grant and SKDC capital funding  - FY 
2019/20

 £2500 (labour costs to prepare land, 
purchase seed, sow etc)

Revenue cost / saving 
 Revenue costs to SKDC; There will be no 

increase in revenue costs

 Revenue saving to SKDC; As volunteers 
and a local farmer will be maintaining the 
meadow land, on completion of the 
project the revised maintenance strategy 
will provide a net saving of £3715.19pa

Grantham, Wyndham and Dysart Parks

Wyndham Park;

Land edged green will be maintained as 
conservation areas

Dysart Park;

Land edged yellow will be developed and 
maintained as a wetland meadow
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Areas to consider rewilding

• Bourne, The Recreation Ground 

• Rewilding area shown hatched green

• The location already benefits from                                                                                           
mature trees

• Area allowed to be left for nature to re-establish itself 
through rewilding

• Stopping cutting of 2000 m² would save £220 per year

Areas to consider rewilding

• Stamford - Foxglove play area

• Rewilding area shown hatched green

• The location already benefits from                                                                                           
mature trees

• Minimal costs to change maintenance regime

• Area allowed to be left for nature to re-establish itself

• Stopping cutting of 1500m² would save £165.00                                           per year

17

18



Key stakeholders

 Town/Parish Councils

 Ward Councillors

 Local interested groups

 Local residents

Recommendations

 It is recommended that the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee:

1. Consider the information and options presented and give views.

2. Share any further ideas for rewilding, perennial flower meadows, perennial 
flower bunds or tiered land management.

 Note: Any proposals will need to be costed and budgets identified
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